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“Instead of producing more 
we should be designing with 
more precision...
When renewIng a hIstorIcal structure, you need to fIgure 
out how to functIonalIze all of the space wIthout dIsruptIng 
the buIldIngs hIstorIcal propertIes, In other words, changIng 
wIthout losIng the orIgInal. Because I can see sIx thousand 
years of buIldIng technIques there, the contInuatIon of 
thIs culture Is very Important to me. When we converted to 
reInforced concrete –whIch took place over a hundred years- 
ve got dIspatched from our constructIon tradItIons and 
got star struck over the fast productIon of concrete, and 
dramatIcally changed the way we buIld.

Interior design, restoration, yacht and furniture design 
are your main areas in design. Can you tell us what you 
think design and sustainable design mean?

Yacht design and restoration are both private areas of work 
and i believe them to be outside the general project criteria 
of an interior design profile. My projects are all unique and 
they’re all works of art... Aside from private places like yachts 
i chose to do restorations because of its sustainability value. 
Being able to be in art history comes from how connected 
you are to that chain of people. I wanted to be in a large 
culture looking for today’s answers. I tried to maintain a 
culture. Aside from that, these areas showed great promise 
usually in the middle of the city and they were as good 
as abandoned. On a sustainable point of view, instead 
of corrupting unused land, you should always repurpose 
previously built structures. When renewing a historical 
structure, you need to figure out how to functionalize all 
of the space without disrupting the buildings historical 
properties, in other words, changing without losing the 

original. Because i can se six thousand years of building 
techniques there, the continuation of this culture is very 
important to me. When we converted to reinforced concrete 
–which took place over a hundred years- ve got dispatched 
from our construction traditions and got star struck over the 
fast production of concrete, and dramatically changed the 
way we build.

If we only think about Turkey; modernism shouldn’t have 
meant throwing away everything of the old with hate and 
remaking everything. The old can always be repurposed; but 
instead, we chose to bulldoze. We didn’t have the resources 
to research what we might need, what might be sustained 
and how does sustaining work. Think about a country that 
was tired out of war, with low people resources... Ignorance 
wasn’t only in the people it was also in institutions. In 1936, 
the General Director for Foundations crossed the Bosporus 
with a boat and saw the Ebul Fadıl Mehmet Efendi Mosque, 
which had a burnt roof but standing walls, and said to 
bulldoze it; nobody knew that it was fixable and the culture 
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Our one hundred years of buIldIng wIth 
concrete ended In frustratIon. I belIeve 

In consIderatIon Instead of productIon In 
archItecture, and everythIng else, If our aIm 

Is sustaInabIlIty.
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Urban renewal 
Is a subject on 
Its own, we’re 
defInItely goIng 
towards an 
Immense dIsaster. 
Urban renewal 
shouldn’t have 
been what It Is 
now; but I can’t 
answer how It 
should’ve been 
as well...

9494

of the place needed to be maintained. We 
abandoned sustainable spaces. Instead 
created other spaces, we corrupted and used 
up all the land. Our one hundred years of 
building with concrete ended in frustration. 

Nowadays it’s the same kind of thing 
with modernizing, the “throw everything 
away” approach. Same with our historical 
background, we are facing modernity with 
similar distastes. There’s an irrational attack 
on all institutions of the republic. So the 
possibility of us culturally advancing in all 
areas of sustainability isn’t accepted by all 
these institutes. All these regulations that 
stop natures need of renewal, usage of water 
sources that end up killing species, wrong 
choices made in energy sources are all in the 
hands of these political people, both in our 
country and in the world. There are bigger 
and more resourceful organizations that 
can do these things better. Us environment 
conscious people think like Adolf Loos. You 
can place the best architectural piece of 
human history on a bed of water, but it’ll still 
be corrupted. You can’t argue otherwise.

I believe in consideration instead of 
production in architecture, and everything 
else, if our aim is sustainability.
Nowadays you can make ‘good design’ and 
‘good art’ anytime and everywhere. There’s 
no problem in making good things, but we 
must also always look for things that will 
broaden our horizon. We need to stop and 
think how to be sustainable because we’ve 
filled up our world with these ‘good things’ 
that we make. Just like Berthold Brecht said, 
we shall be put in front of a good wall and be 
shot with good bullets that come from a good 
gun and be buried with a good shovel in the 
good earth.
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How well received and executed do you 
think the term ‘urban renewal’ is?

Urban renewal is a subject on its own; 
we’re definitely going towards an immense 
disaster. Urban renewal shouldn’t have been 
what it is now; but i can’t answer how it 
should’ve been as well. It’s really gone off the 
rails. With them the construction servitude 
has increased, how will the sewers respond 
to this increase in numbers, how will the 
water be supplied, how will people go out to 
the streets at the same time, we are walking 
towards a path without any solutions to our 
problems.

I think tall buildings are unnecessary; people 
in buildings like this get ill, that’s why we 
should return to building with traditional 
materials and building techniques. I don’t 
even want to think about an earthquake 
happening in a city like this. I can see how 
hard it would be to rebuild our lives in a city 
that is destructed out of repair. Also these 
projects are all done for income. People who 
have stocks in the city, people who don’t 
value knowledge found firms that have no 
experience in construction and they start 
doing these jobs for money. The way of their 
reluctant behavior questions whether or 

not these buildings will even stand. This is a 
profitopolis and all we talk about is income.

On the other hand you can smell the 
chemicals in our land; so production of 
ecological supplies is also very questionable. 
There’s no place to run left on the earth.

Environment friendly materials are easily 
accessible these days and they are also 
being produces in our country. What are 
some of your irreplaceable materials that 
you enjoy using? Why?

I’m a wood guy, I like wood. There’s a wood 
culture here that wasn’t properly brought 
to the modern age. Around the last years 
of the Ottoman’s, like all good values we 
had, the usage of wood stopped as well. 
Nowadays everybody thinks that wood is 
more expensive than it’s substitutes. But it’s 
not. The time that you can use it for without 
problems is much longer. The cheap plastics 
in our homes all go to trash. Petrol and petrol 
based materials are all trouble for the world. 
Wood is not. We know how to carve wood, 
how to use it, we have a culture of it and we 
should return to it. 
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I think tall buildings 
are unnecessary; 

people in buildings 
like this get ill, 

that’s why we 
should return 

to building with 
traditional 

materials and 
building techniques.
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I also believe that anything we design should 
represent our current age. Designing a life 
without harming the environment was an 
area of work where I could best represent my 
main thoughts. The two things that shaped 
my architectural outlook were restorations 
and natural living.

So, can you talk about your latest 
projects?

My latest projects are mostly renewal 
projects just like you pointed out, I’m in charge 
of managing and advising these projects. 
There are also some jobs like historical pieces 
or traditional villas that I could do. I’d like 
to do other things but in Turkey they give 
you the job that they know you can do and 
nothing else. If you make a hotel, you’ll only 
make hotels; when a door opens, all others 
start closing. There are things that feed us 
architects; and those things are new things 
to do, everybody needs to feed their soul and 
that’s how we do it, with new and exciting 
projects. The ability to receive orders is also 
another thing. It’s a huge disappointment 
to wait for a hurl of projects coming my way 
when I have so many problems with the 

system. I wish that someone would gather 
exciting projects and brought them to us for 
us to do. I really want to do hotels and art 
centers; but I mostly have housing jobs in my 
portfolio right now. I believe that I’ll be able 
to add to those with business partnerships 
soon. I hope that your kindness in doing this 
interview will help me with my bad luck. I owe 
Ekoyapı a thank you for giving me a chance to 
explain my life’s work of trying to maintain a 
culture.q
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